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CHAMBER DECORUM 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [10.01 pm]: I rise 
tonight to bring to the attention of the house and to shine a bit of a spotlight on some events that occurred in the 
other place during the last couple of weeks of sitting. An event that I am referring to, as I am sure many members 
will be aware, was the incident that occurred in the Legislative Assembly involving the Minister for Water and the 
member for Central Wheatbelt. I am not going to go into the actual — 
Hon Darren West interjected. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: Sorry; is the member in charge of the Legislative Council? 
Hon Darren West interjected. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: This is exactly what I am going to talk about. 
The PRESIDENT: Member, I appreciate that you probably want to make comments about the matter, but I refer 
you to standing order 42, “Allusion to Debate in the Assembly”, which states — 

A Member shall not allude to any debate of the current calendar year in the Assembly, or to any measure 
impending therein. 

That may very well restrict your comments. You may want to think about that. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: Thank you, Madam President. I appreciate your advice. I was not going to raise the 
incident; Hon Darren West did that. I made reference to it, pre-empting the comments I was going to make. 
What I want to say was sort of touched on by Hon Peter Collier in his comments during members’ statements 
tonight. I want to talk about the opportunity of this Parliament to address the appropriate behaviour of members in 
the chamber. When members raise an issue, as Hon Peter Collier has done tonight, about an incident that he found 
offensive, there is a process that the house and the Parliament should adopt to address those issues, particularly 
when the leader of this house expects that in return from other members. I fully respect that, Leader of the House. 
After reading some of what occurred in the other place, I found that those stories that were shared were very 
personal. If we accept the status quo of behaviour, we miss an opportunity to make the environment better. 
Accepting that because we were bullied means it is okay for somebody else to be bullied is not what we teach our 
children. It is not what we expect from other people in our workplace, from our family, friends and colleagues. To 
be quite frank, that is the Harvey Weinstein model of operation—continue as is until somebody dares to call you 
out. I think this Parliament is better than that. Potentially, we miss opportunities to be better than that. After 
listening to those stories yesterday, it is not acceptable to me to be living with the status quo. Because other 
members felt offended by the behaviour, which I thought was offensive after hearing the stories, it is not okay not 
to accept that somebody else felt bullied as well. I think that all sides have to do better. This Parliament has an 
opportunity to address that. I hope we do that. As members of the Legislative Council, I think we all should expect 
to be respected and not harassed in our workplace. 
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